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IRepott of Ibousing Commission 

ffebruart 20, 1906 
3\\ne 30, 1908 

To the Honorable, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Los 
Angeles, 

Gentlemen : A great surprise awaited the City Fathers and 
other residents of the Land of Sunshine, good air and abundant space 
in the discovery of congested shmi conditions, as bad, according to 
Jacob Riis, if not as extensive, as anything to be found in New York 
City. The attention of the Mayor and the Council having been called 
to the facts through the Municipal League and the College Settlement 
Association, the appointment of a commission was proposed by Mr. 
C. D. Willard, secretary of the Municipal League, to be known as 
the Housing Commission, and to consist of a minister, a physician, an 
attorney, an architect and a settlement worker. 

In February, 1906, the following persons were appointed by the 
Hon. Owen McAleer on the original commission, to-wit : Miss Mary 
A. Veeder, Miss Elizabeth L. Kenney, Mr. J. J. Backus, ]\Ir. Richard 
Malony and Dr. Titian Coffey. Mr. Malony's resignation on account 
of ill health was received and accepted at the first official meeting. 
The Rev. Wm. Horace Day was then appointed by the Mayor to fill 
this vacancy. A few months later Mr. J. J. Backus resigned on 
account of press of work, and ]\lr. Geo. E. Bergstrom was appointed in 
his stead. 

In February, 1907, these five were reappointed by the new 
^layor of the city, Hon. A. C. Harper : and two new members, a 
capitalist and a plumber, were added to the Commission, which now 
stands Dr. Titian Coffey, chairman ; Rev. William Horace Day, Mr. 
Chas. R. Whipple, capitalist; ]\Ir. Geo. E. Bergstrom, architect; Mr. 
Clias. T. Paul, plumber; ]\liss Elizabeth L. Kenney, attorney, and Miss 
Mary A. Veeder, settlement worker. Mayor McAleer and his suc- 
cessor, Mayor Harper, have both shown their interest in the work 
of the Commission, as have the Council, the Board of Public Works, 
the Board of Health and the Police Department. Arrangements 
were made by Mayor Harper with the Board of Public Works, and 
the Board of Health, February 26, 1907, whereby the expenses of 
the Housing Commission were to be equally shared by these two 
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departments. Xo demand was made upon them for money, however, 
though both rendered valuable assistance the first year. 

The Municipal League gave the Housing Commission most 
ample support and aid, not only in the way of formulating an 
ordinance, but by supplying a place for weekly meetings, stationery, 
the use of stenographer, library, etc.. and also early in the work, a 
draughtsman, who drew up excellent maps of the more congested 
courts, and an ins])ector, who gathered many of the statistics upon 
which an ordinance was based. 

The second year the l>oard of Health delegated one of its 
deputies as an insj>ector to the Housing Commission, who has carried 
on the field work ever since, using a card system, based on the 
ordinance passed, to remedy the evils existing in what the dwellers 
therein call "courts," and the Housing Commission named "house 
courts." 

Owing to the mild climate of Los Angeles, which permits a 
primitive style of tent life, the large rents charged for houses, and 
the open spaces existing even in the heart of the city, remnants of 
old Spanish ranches, a peculiar kind of slum district or rather a series 
of scattered spots, mainly in the Second and Eighth wards, presented 
a unique problem for which no j^arallel could be found in other cities. 
These groups were of two kinds, namely, wooden shacks and tents. 
The shacks were built of dry goods boxes, frecjuently with the 
addresses of the original owners and the ship])er's mark on the 
outside ; an ordinary stovepipe through the middle of the roof ; holes 
in the sides serving for windows, sometimes curtained, and often 
with a window box of flowers. One of these groups of shacks was 
built in rows only six inches apart, and having a main passageway 
of exactly thirty-six inches. A lower degree of habitation was the 
tent variety, made of sacking, scrap sheet iron, tin, or any available 
material, set right on the bare ground. The condition in the rainy 
season can better be imagined than described. These collections of 
shacks and tents had almost no water or toilet facilities, and those few 
out on the common ground, and in unspeakably bad condition, in 
most cases. 

When it is remembered that Los Angeles is a ]\Iecca for the 
health seekers among the poor as well as the rich, also that the 
railroads have brought in hundreds of laborers from Mexico and 
elsewhere, to which is added the tremendous general growth of the 
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city in late years, and the many new manufacturing interests, it will 
be seen that though young, Los Angeles has some excuse for slum 
districts. Her uptown people are ignorant of the fact, unable to 
believe until they see for themselves, that the land of sunshine has 
any dark spots. 

Following the experience of the East, as far as applicable to our 
needs, the Housing Commission, after much study, greatly assisted 
by Mr. Willard, framed an ordinance designed to do away with these 
unsanitary and unsightly tents, and the more presentable but fire- 
inviting dry goods box shacks. On page 28 will be found the 
definition of a "house court." Section I in the ordinance, which is 
given in full as worked out by the Commission, and adopted by the 
City Council. This ordinance has been enforced with remarkably 
little opposition from the owners or the tenants, except in a few cases 
V. here the court was in so deplorable a state that demolition was the 
only remedy. In many instances, indeed, the people began to clean 
up after the mere publication of the ordinance in the daily papers, 
before copies had been distributed in the courts, or notices to repair 
had been served upon them. 

A report of the work of the Housing Commission during the 
first year was presented to the Council by Dr. Titian CofTey, chair- 
man of the Commission, and at various times the newspapers published 
the remarkable progress made, but a printed report was not brought 
out at that early date, owing to lack of funds. In October, 1907, an 
appropriation was made by the Council for the expenses of the 
Commission. 

Dr. Coffey brought the work before several of the larger clubs 
of the city. The following account is mainly compiled from his 
presentations, and the field service of the inspector. Not a little in- 
formation was also obtained through the College Settlement Associa- 
. tion. 

In papers given before prominent clubs of the city. Dr. Coffey 
described the situation in part as follows : 

"The one thing I wish to impress on your minds is the fact that 
Los Angeles has a slum condition which is a menace to the health 
and morality of the community. Active steps are being taken for 
its eradication. Jacob Riis when he went through our congested 
districts, said that he had seen larger slums, but never any worse. 
Within the last few years the Second and Eighth wards in certain 



districts have become very much crowded by the increase in population 
among the Cholos, Russians, ItaHans and Japanese. On account of 
poor and insufficient accommodations these unfortunate people have 
been crowded into one, two or three rooms, as the case may be, and it 
is a frequent occurrence to find a man and his wife, possibly with two, 
three or five children, crowded into a room seven by eight feet. 

The Los Angeles Housing Commission, appointed two years ago 
this spring, spent over twelve months in studying local conditions and 
investigating, through correspondence, the work in other cities. We 
found ours to be a housing problem ; that is, we had to deal with 
overcrowded and unsanitary conditions, in the two or three-room 
houses, rather than with tenements. We found, also the peculiar 
growth of the Cholo court, which apparently was an outlet for the 
congested Mexican population, and enabled them to secure a site for a 
home at very small expense. The life in these courts is typical of 
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the life among the peons of ^Mexico. Here we found filth and squalor 
on every hand. Miserably constructed houses, made of scrap sheet 
iron, old lagging and sections of dry goods boxes, were huddled to- 
gether without any attempt at proper construction or order. For in- 
stance, in the Aliso street court seventeen such habitations occupied an 
area of fifty by one hundred and fifty feet, and housed over fifty 
inhabitants, including men, women and children of tender years. 

L'tah street court in the days of its most flourishing condition 
comprised a tract of land equal to one-third of a city square. On this 
ground were sixty-eight houses of various styles of architecture and 



material, depending upon the choice and ingenuity of the builder. 
Between four and five hundred people, including children, lived in 
this area, and for their convenience and accommodation they were 
supplied with seven water faucets, and eight toilets, which were used 
promiscuously by both sexes. We who live in the better ])arts of 
town can scarcely realize that human beings could exist under such 
horrible circumstances. 

The Cholo court seems to be a })urely local development. There 
is no other city in the I'nited States, i)robably, that has a like condi- 
tion. The impoverished Mexican at a wage of $1.50 a day, laboring 
to establish our immense street car system, paid a ground rent of from 
$1.50 to $2 per month, and on his little area of ground he was allowed 
to erect his mansion. The more ^lexicans to the lot, the more 
money for the owner. The Utah street court became a veritable rabbit 
run, as it was necessary to reach some of the houses in the rear by a 
circuitous path in and out among the shacks, and a redoubling of 
steps on the opposite side of the fence to reach one's destination. 

The surface drainage in many courts was found inadequate, and 
it was a customary sight to see pools or gutters of stagnant, foul- 
smelling water, containing at times garbage, and attracting myriads 
of flies. During the wet season these unpaved surfaces became 
veritable quagmires, and it was necessary to place boards from the 
house door to sections of dry ground for the purpose of crossing over 
the pools that lay before some of the houses. 

Most of the courts were furnished with an insufficient water 
supply, the Aliso street court having one hydrant for fifty occu])ants, 
said hydrant being situated at the entrance to the court, necessi- 
tating those living in the rear carrying their water for all household 
purposes a distance of one hundred and fifty feet. Few hydrants 
throughout the court wxre properly hoppered, and the surrounding 
ground was usually wet and muddy. 

Chimneys in these structures did not come up to the require- 
ments of the fire ordinance, in any particular. The majority of them 
consisted of pieces of pipe run through the roof or side wall, and un- 
protected in any manner. On other roofs they were banked around 
with clay or gravel. Other houses were more substantially built, and 
if they had not been so crowded together, would have made very 
fair homes for the laboring classes. 
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The Commission estimated there were over two thousand people 
living under these conditions when work began.'' 

The Commission could find no help from other cities in combating" 
the construction of such places, and therefore was forced to work out 
its own salvation. The ordinance drafted and passed by the City- 
Council February 5, 1907, defines a house court, and provides that 
any one owning or maintaining a house court must submit to the 
Board of Public Works a draft of the plans, stating the material 
of which the houses are to be constructed, showing the exact location 
and size of the buildings, and the location of toilets and hydrants. 
Upon its acceptance by the Board of Public Works, a permit is issued 
for the construction and maintenance of a house court. Any changes 
or additions to these structures are not allowed without notification 
to the Board of Public Works, and the issuance of another permit. 
The ordinance further provides that 30 per cent, of the ground area 
must be left unoccupied; also that the houses must be so constructed 
as to shed water, must contain floors, must have proper windows in 
both living and sleeping rooms, and the ceilings must be of a certain 
height. It further provides for hydrants and sinks in the ratio of one 
to every three habitations, and properly constructed toilets, one for 
every ten men and one for every ten women in the court, said toilets 
all to be in separate compartments, under lock and key, and the 
toilets for men and women to be not less than ten feet apart. 

Our inspector started work last summer. We found in the 
city limits sixty-eight tracts of land which could be classified as house 
courts, being occupied by from three houses up to fifty-seven and 
sixty-eight, as seen in the Lopez and Utah street courts. We found 
single rooms occupied by from one to eight inhal)itants, and three- 
roomed dwellings which would make only a fair-sized living;- room iiT 
an ordinary home, occupied by from ten to fifteen i)e()ple. 

We found rents ranging from $1.50 to ?2 per montli for i^rouncl 
rent, where the Cholo constructed his own house. The single rooms 
rented from $r, $2 and $3 per month, whereas the three and four- 
roomed houses ran up to from $10 to $16 per month. 

The card system, devised for the use of the inspector, tal^ulated 
every court in the city. A study of the card on page 27, will 
show how minutely these courts have been investigated. By this 
means the Commission was able to locate the largest and most densely 
populated courts. One of the largest and dirtiest courts is situated on 
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New High and Buena \'ista streets. It has a frontage of 277 feet» 
and a depth of 161 feet, and contains fifty-seven habitations, con- 
structed of wood, comprised of two, three and four-room houses. 
The interior sleei)ing rooms were found to have no communication 
with the outside air. The houses are occupied l)y Mexicans, Slavs, 
Greeks and negroes, and the whole court was insufficiently supplied 
with water faucets and toilets. These latter were too filthy for human 
beings to use. One hundred and seventy people were living in the 
court, and an additional number fre(|uently crept in as boarders. 
From the standpoint of health and morality, this court was found to 
be one of the worst in the city. Imi)rovements are slowly being 
made. 

The sad commentary upon such a plague spot being allowed to 
exist in the city is the fact that, backed by wealth and influence, 
this place has shown the least improvement of any of the courts in 
town, whereas courts in the immediate neighborhood have not only 
been materially improved, but in one instance have surpassed the 
requirements of the ordinance as regards plumbing, etc. To accom- 
plish this end the owner, a white-haired Senora, mortgaged her prop- 
erty, and now takes pride in her remodeled and transformed adobes, 
buildings nearly one hundred years old. 

An interesting fact was brought out by our investigation, 
that rentals averaged higher for worse conditions than in the slums 
of New York, which are usually held up as one of the world's 
horrors. Aside from the fact that contagious and infectious diseases, 
diphtheria, tuberculosis and smallpox, were not only present, Init liable 
to spread to an epidemic at any moment, we found dark sleeping 
rooms, having no commimication with the outside air, sometimes 
occupied by chickens along with the family ; also rooms with no floors. 
into which the rain ran in wet weather : leaking faucets ; indescrib- 
ably filthy and disgusting toilets ; together with puddles and pools of 
stagnant water, many times filled with refuse and garbage, occu])ying 
the only pathway in and out of the court. 

With regard to the work accom])lished, the Commission wishes 
to state that the courts today are at least 75 per cent, better than 
they were a year ago. As soon as a notice was served on the land 
owners after the passage of the ordinance governing house courts, 
the Utah street court, the Aliso street, the Seaton street, and other 
smaller courts, to a total of twelve, were entirelv demolished. 
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Improvements immediately began throughout the city in the older 
courts. Those within fire limits erected brick toilets, and other courts 
put in the new flush system, and various styles of water hoppers for 
the hydrants. An active interest was taken by property owners, and 
when the matter was fully explained to them they seemed glad to 
come up to the requirements of the ordinance, realizing improved 
conditions would enhance the value of the property. Many dark 
rooms were abandoned ; others which were used for living rooms and 
contained no windows were furnished with proper light and ventila- 
tion. New floors were put in, and in several of the courts the external 
surface was regraded. The P. E. R. R. Co., the S. P. R. R. Co., and 
the Salt Lake R. R. Co., put up for the use of their employees some 
well built courts. The Navarro street court also sprang into existence. 

This court is a type of what can be done without investing a 
large amount of capital. The contract price for the erection of the 
series of houses was three thousand dollars ($3000.00), including the 
plumbing. A glance at the map, and again at the pictures, will show 
the location of this series of houses, the inhabitants using the area 
space in common. These houses are two rooms each, well constructed, 
with plenty of light and air space, and rent for five dollars ($5.00) 
per month. The existence of such a place, with its clean walks, 
properly hoppered hydrants, flower beds and garden patches, makes 
it as attractive a court as one would wish to see, and a marked 
contrast to some of the other courts throughout the city. 

The following report, submitted by the inspector, June 9, 1908, 
shows a total of work done since August i, 1907: 

Number of house court records made and reported 93 

Number of house courts existing to date 75 

Number of house courts improved 47 

Number of house courts unimproved 15 

Number of house courts improvements being made 13 

Number of house courts demolished 12 

Number of house courts vacated 6 

Number of house court plans filed with Hoard of Public Works. . . 30 

Number of new house courts built 2 

Number of new toilets installed 8o 

Number of hydrants and hoi)pers (or sinks) new, installed each. . 96 

Number of dark rooms abolished or improved 8S 

Number of railroad house courts, new i 
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Xumber of railroad house courts improved 5 

Number of railroad house courts unim])roved 2 

Location of Railroad Hol'sk Courts. 

Pacific Electric R. R. Co., at Pico and (ieor^^ia, and State streets. 

Southern Pacific R. R. Co., at Mission Road and Alameda, and 
Twenty-third streets. 

Santa Fe R. R. Co., at Santa I'e Yards, and Santa Vq Yards and 
Sixth street. 

Salt Lake R. R. Co., at (Ilendale Junction (city) and EastP^ourth 
street. 

The Southern Pacific Company out near the county hospital has 
erected a court within the requirements of the ordinance for the use 
of the Cholo laborer, for which it chart^es no rent. The one great 
criticism we make of this court, however, is that too many people 
get into one room. As )'et there seems to be no solution for the 
difiiculty of overcrowding. 

The Commission feels that the work so far accom])lished has 
been of undoubted benefit in lessening disease and crime in these 
various places. Over $20,000 has been spent since August of last' 
year in permanent improvements by property owners. Housing con- 
ditions that have benefited in a sanitary way more than two thousand 
people, including hundreds of children under ten years of age, must 
of necessity do great good, and hence the importance of the work. 

The prevention of disease in these courts, and the uplifting of 
the moral tone of the inhabitants will not only now, but in the 
future, make its effect felt upon these congested districts, and upon 
the city at large. The great need at ])resent is thj intelligent interest 
and co-operation of property owners, who will look u])on these 
improved conditions not as a charity, but as a business investment. 
The mere fact that the courts have been im])rovc(l, that new courts 
have sprung into existence, and that others are cont'jmplated, should 
be enough to convince any reasonable landlord that the matter is a 
safe and legitimate investment. 

The architect and plumber on the Commission liave computed 
that properly constructed houses, coming witliin the rcciuirements 
of the ordinance and sup])lie(l with the necessary toilets and ])!umbing, 
can l:e erected for from two hundred and fifty ($250.00) to three 
|i hundred dollars ($300.00) per house. A lot containing ten 
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houses would therefore mean an investment of only three thousand 
dollars ($3000.00) for the structures alone. The net income on such 
an investment should average well within six per cent. 

The question, therefore, resolves itself into whether or not a 
landlord is willing to improve conditions by erecting courts that may 
be maintained in a sanitary manner, provide proper housing facilities, 
and be satisfied with a moderate rate of interest on the money invested. 
The ideal way of attacking the situation is for either the owners of 
unoccupied areas in these districts to construct proper courts, or for 
public spirited citizens to organize a stock company with sufficient 
capital to rent or buy lots, construct courts, and take over the man- 
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agement of existing courts if the owners so desire it. 'i'his plan has 
been inaugurated in other cities, and has worked most successfully. 
The home life is the foundation of all social conditions throughout 
the world. In reaching out to im])rove the cr)n(liti()ns found in these 
destitute homes throughout the city we are not only doing work for 
the present, hut for the future as well, for will we not indirectly 
influence the life and u])bringing of the unborn babe- that is to some 
day bless tlii>; home? I low ran we expect under such fearfully 
unsanitary surroundings a woman will be safe from infection when 
called u])on to become a mother? Would that s])ace permitted to tell 
of the circumstances under which infants at times are brought into 
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the world in these places. Suffice it to say that frequently the 
women have gone through their agony lying on a pallet on the 
ground, not even having a bed of the most nondescript character. 
In one case twins were born when the mother lay upon an unhinged 
door supported by two wooden horses. 

In looking over the reports of work done in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago and other large cities, we have been impressed by 
the vast amount of time and money involved in these municipal 
changes. Large eastern cities have allowed bad housing conditions 
to grow and get such a hold upon them that it has become a hrge task 
to make any improvement; however, they have gone to work with a 
will, establishing housing departments, providing sufficient funds for 
the employment of inspectors and all necessary ex])enses, and are 
meeting with marvelous results. It therefore behooves Los Angeles 
to realize and attack this situation while in its incipiency, and thereby 
save time and money, and lessen disease and crime. The amount of 
money saved the city and county by the decrease in disease and crime 
will amply compensate for the expenses of the needed changes. 

The Commission begs to present the following suggestions : 

First. The need of adequate funds for carrying on this work 
more aggressively. Much has been accomplished but a great deal 
more is to be done before these conditions are eradicated. Up to 
the present date the Commission has been much handicapped by the 
lack of funds, and feel that if- the work is to be continued, as it 
should be, a sufficient apj)ropriation should be furnished for doing 
the work properly. The Commission gladly serve without compen- 
sation, but realize need of proper financial support to accomplish 
permanent results. 

Second. The importance and value of women inspectors. The 
eastern cities, coping with this ])ro])lem, have ])rovcd the value of 
women inspectors. 1\) attain the l)cst results the mother of a home 
must be educated along sanitary lines. We find the inhabitants of 
these courts, in many cases, transgress n<jt viciously, but through 
ignorance. The- t:itlicr til the family is usually away at work during 
the day, and it is the mother to whom the ai)])L'al must l)e made for 
the sake of her home and her children. \\\* iind tliat tlie women 
usually resent the investigation of a man inspector, no matter how 
tactfully carried on, whereas they welcome into their homes and ])our 
out their troubles to one of their own sex. This fact has been proven 
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time and time again by the success of the district nurses. No man 
could ever accomplish the good these women are doing today for our 
city. A resident will allow a woman inspector to enter the inner 
precincts of her home and gladly receive instruction. Aside from 
the responsibility and duty of a landlord, the solution of the problem 
resolves itself into an education of the lessee of the property. The 
filth and garbage is rarely carried from without in. It usually comes 
from the interior of the house and is indiscriminately cast about the 
premises. Education along sanitary lines, therefore, together with 
the proper care of children, is of paramount importance, and we would 
feel the work to be enhanced tenfold had we the assistance of capable 
women inspectors. 

Third. The j)ermanency of the Commission. The Commission 
should he created a regular department of the city government, so it 
could have the necessary authority for carrying out needed improve- 
ments. Eastern commissions have been ai)]Jointed, either by the 
municipality or the state. ^Municipal commissions in various cities 
have been instrumental in awakening j)ublic sentiment to such a degree 
that not only has local legislation been enacted to better their tenement 
houses, but State legislation as well. London, Xew York, Philadel- 
phia and Chicago have been most active in spending immense sums of 
money to eradicate their slums. London, in the heart of the city, has 
cleared twenty-two acres of land and rebuilt. American cities are 
now grappling with the difficult problem, and already Xew York, Chi- 
cago and other eastern cities have accomplished large results. The most 
effective way to handle the situation is by the establishment of a state 
commission appointed by the Governor, and the enactment of proper 
housing laws which would meet the re([uirements throughout the State. 
The conditions in San I-'rancisco are somewhat different from ours, 
nevertheless there is nnich in common, and in a question involving such 
great issues the work should preferably be done by a state commission, 
with the aid of local commissions. 

I^'ourth. Lodging-houses. ( )wing to the lack of funds and the 
needs of the house courts, the Commission as yet has been unable 
to be of assistance to the other city departments in grappling with 
the lodging and tenement house problem. 

We would suggest, however, pro])er legislation to correct the 
evils of overcrowded and unsanitary conditions. It should be made 
a misdemeanor to allow overcrowding, or to put tenants in dark 
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and improperly ventilated rooms. The same is applicable to the 
house courts. This is one of the hardest things to combat, and to 
meet it properly would mean night inspection as well as day. These 
are the conditions that favor disease and crime. It should be made 
compulsory to provide lodgers with clean bedding, rather than germ 
and parasite laden beds and blankets. Further, infectious or suspected 
cases of contagious or infectious diseases, especially tuberculosis, 
should be reported immediately to the health office. 

Lodging-houses should be supplied with rules hung in conspicu- 
ous places in each room, guiding the tuberculous patient in regard to 
expectoration, and the destruction of sputum. All rooms occupied by 
tubercular patients should be thoroughly fumigated before new occu- 
pants are allowed to enter. Serious thought should be given to the 
conditions of tuberculosis in our lodging-houses. 

In conclusion, we beg to call attention to the importance of taking 
up this work in an aggressive way. To accomplish lasting results it 
must be done thoroughly and properly. The necessary expense at first 
involved will be small in comparison with what will have to be done in 
the future if these conditions are allowed to exist and multiply. The 
question resolves itself into whether this proposition is to be taken up 
properly at a comparatively small outlay at once, or is it to be allowed 
to run on, each day increasing the evil, and eventuall}^ resulting in an 
enormous outlay of money to correct what now can be controlled, 
and is being controlled. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Titian Coffey, Chairman. 

Elizabeth L. Kennf.y, Secretary. 

Mary A. Veeder. 

Chas. T. Paul. 

CiiAS. R. Whipple. 

Wm. Horace Day, D. D. 

Geo. E. Bergstrom. j 
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ORDINANCE NO. 14,113. 

(New Series.) 

An Ordinance regulating the construction and maintenance of house-courts 
within the City of Los Angeles, and providing for the issuing of permits for 
the same. 

The Mayor and Council of the City of Los Angeles do ordain as follows: 

Section 1. All house-courts in the City of Los Angeles shall be subject 
to regulations by the Board of Public Works and the Board of Health as here- 
inafter provided. For the purposes of this Ordinance a house-court is defined 
to be a parcel or area of land on which are grouped three or more habitations 
used or designed to be used for occupancy by families and upon which parcel 
or area the vacant or unoccu])ied porticni thereof surrounding or abutting on 
said habitations is used or intended to be used in common by the inhabitants 
thereof. A habitation is defined to be a room or combination of rooms used 
or designed to be used for the occupancy of human beings. 

Section 2. It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent or lessee of any parcel 
of real property in the City of Los Angeles to construct, establish or maintain 
or permit to be constructed, established or maintained a house-court within 
the City of Los Angeles, except in conformity with and according to the pro- 
visions of this Ordinance, and without first filing with the Board of Public 
Works a plan showing the location of the various structures or proposed 
structures upon the property, the location of the plumbing or proposed plumb- 
ing therein, including cesspools, privies and sewer connections and a memoran- 
dum describing the character of materials used or to be used in the con- 
struction of said structures. On the acceptance by the Board of Public Works 
of the plan or proposed plan as being in accordance with the requirements of 
this Ordinance, and on the payment by the applicant of a fee of one dollar 
($1), the Board of Public Works shall issue to him a permit for the con- 
struction or maintenance of the said house-court in accordance with the plan 
or proposed plan; provided that nothing in this Ordinance with respect to 
structures and permits shall in any way conflict with or be held to apply to 
structures for which a regular Building Permit is issued under the Building 
Ordinances of the City of Los Angeles. 

Section 3. All house-courts must be planned so as to leave unoccupied by 
structures of any kind at least thirty per cent (30%) of the total ground area 
of said house-court. 

Section 4. All structures intended for human habitation in a house-court 
must be built of substantial building material suitable for permanent house 
construction. The entire structure must be so constructed as to properly shed 
water, and must be provided with floors so constructed that the same may be 
kept clean and dry. Earth floors shall not be permitted. The ceilings to the 
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rooms must be not less than seven (7) feet from the floor. Every room used 
or designed to be used as a sleeping or living room must be supplied with one 
or more windows opening to the outside air, and the aggregate size shall be 
not less than ten per cent (10%) of the floor area of the room; and all of the 
said windows shall be supplied with movable sashes. The construction of all 
chimneys must conform to the regulations prescribed in the Building Ordinances 
of the City of Los Angeles. 

Section 5. Every house-court must be supplied with individual water-closets 
or privies, one or more for the exclusive use of women and one or more for the 
exclusive use of men. The total number of water-closets or privies required 
in any house-court shall be in the ratio of one men's closet or privy to every 
ten men or fraction thereof, and one women's closet or privy for every ten 
women or fraction thereof; and all these closets shall be plainly marked ^*For 
Women ^' or ^^For Men'^ as the case may bo, or the equivalent of these words 
in other languages. These water-closets or privies must be located in well 
ventilated, well lighted rooms or structures, and must be kept clean and reason- 
ably free from obnoxious odors. Each seat must be in a separate apartment 
and with a door for each apartment which may be securely fastened or locked. 
The locks or latches on said doors must be kept in good repair. 

When separate structures are used for water-closets or privies, they must be 
constructed of substantial material, as required by Section 3 of this Ordinance. 
There must be a space of not less than ten (10) feet between any closet or 
privy intended for the use of men and any intended for the use of women. 

Section 6. Each house-court shall be supplied with water at the rate of 
not less than one liydrant for each three habitations, said hydrant to be located 
as near as practicable to said habitations. Each hydrant must be provided 
with an iron hopper or sink and shall be trapi)ed and drained in a sanitary 
manner. 

Section 7. Tlio surface of the ground, paths and oj)en spares in said house- 
court must be covered with sand or gravel, or asplialtum, or concrete, or other- 
wise rendered free from mud or dust, and must be so graded as to insure 
proper and complete drainage of the surface. 

The Board of Public Works may, at any time, require the use of asphaltum 
or concrete for such ground covering. 

Section 8. After a permit has ])een granted for the construction or main- 
tenance of a house-court it shall be unlawful for the holder or owner thereof 
to construct or permit to be constructed, or maintain or permit to be main- 
tained a house-court in any other manner save in accordance with the plan 
upon whicli said i)ermit was granted, or at any time to nmkc or permit to be 
made additions to, or alterations in said house-court after it is constructed, 
unless such cliangcs or n Iterations or variations from plan in no way conflict 
with the various regulations set forth in tliis Ordinance. 

Section 9. The Board of Public Works is h(»reby empowered to make a 
thorough investigation into existing house-courts as defined in this Ordinance, 
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tify to its passage by a two-thirds vote of the Council, and cause it to be 
published once in The Los Angeles Daily Journal, and thereupon and there- 
after it shall take effect and be in force. 

I hereby certify that the whole number of members of the City Council 
of the City of Los Angeles is nine, and that the foregoing Ordinance was 
passed by a two-thirds vote of said Council, at its meeting of February 4, 1907, 
by the following vote, to-wit: 

Ayes — Messrs. Dromgold, Healy, Lyon, Wallace, Wren, Yonkin and Presi- 
dent Pease (7). 

Noes — Mr. Clampitt (1). 

H. J. LELANDE, City Clerk, 

Approved this 5th dav of Februarv, 1907. 

A. C. HARPER, Mayor. 



SOME OF THE LMPROVEMENTS. 

So new toilets $2400 

96 new hoppers or sinks and 96 hydrants 1000 

Child's Court on Navarro Street, land 4000 

Buildings and plumbing 333^ 

Southern Pacific Courts, Mission Road and Alameda and 23rd 

Streets, buildings and plumbing 3000 

Santa Cruz Court, 645 lUicna \'ista Street — 

Plumbing $yy 

New brick structure for toilet 40 

Carpenter work and material 65 

Grading 45 

Painting 35 

$262 
$i3'992 
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